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for Macarius, he planned and achieved the task of compiling his
famous Menologion, a complete encyclopedia of ancient Russian
literature: "All the holy books which can be found in Russia."
Because of the lack of original thought in these works it was
necessary to possess a colossal memory and to be a man of erudition
in order to have "on the tip of the tongue," as one of Joseph's biog-
raphers expressed it, the greatest possible number of scriptural
texts upon every subject. In the absence of a proper scientific train-
ing and critical methods this erudition degenerated in Russia into a
mere knowledge of texts. Even to Joseph and Daniel there existed
no difference in the books they read. The Gospel, the Lives of the
Saints, the Bible, the Apostles, and the statutes of the Byzantine
Emperors were all under one rubric and were considered "Holy
Scriptures." However, in none of this did the Russian hierarchs of
the sixteenth century recognize the core of Christianity. The
"Scriptures" served only as a means of regulating life, and to this
practical purpose all their cares were directed. Although poor men
of letters, they revealed themselves as skilfully practical and expert
in their knowledge of worldly wisdom.
With this aim Joseph, the founder of the movement, built the
famous Volokolamsk Monastery, which for a century was a
"nursery" of bishops. The monastic rule subjugated the monks'
tempers, effaced their individual traits, trained them to be docile
and complaisant. The brethren were rigidly taught formal disci-
pline and formal piety; they pledged themselves to have no personal
possessions and were under complete obedience to the rule, the
Abbot, and to each other. All this produced men ready to support
and propagate the ideas of the founder. Wherever fate took.them
the graduates of the Volokolamsk Monastery did not sever their
connection with their alma jnater,, but supported each other and
brought men of their trend to the highest positions in the ecclesi-
astical hierarchy, thus preserving the tradition from generation to
generation. Daniel succeeded Joseph as Abbot and later attained
the Metropolitan See, while Macarius, whom he promoted, subse-
quently became his successor. More than half a century after the
death of Joseph the term "Josephites" still held a definite meaning,
commanding the veneration of friends and the hatred of enemies.
The chief purpose of Joseph and his followers, the Josephites, was